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Carmageddon – Automotive Innovation in QLD
On Tuesday 7th March, Motor Trades Association of Queensland (MTA Queensland) hosted one of the most 
innovative events on Queensland’s automotive calendar. ‘Carmageddon’ was a one-day symposium that 
brought together experts from industry, government and academia. The term ‘Carmageddon’ was created to 
capture the theme of the forum – time to innovate or detonate; it’s all about opportunity!

The Honourable Leeanne Enoch MP, Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital Economy and Minister 
for Small Business delivered the welcome address and eloquently summarised the importance for us to view 
the innovation revolution as an enormous opportunity for business and jobs in Queensland. 

The Honourable Duncan Pegg MP, Member for Stretton, joined over 70 guests for the event. Eleven expert 
presenters came from diverse entities included QUT, 3D Space Labs, ANCAP, Skills for Australia PwC, Jobs 
Queensland, and passionate leaders from the automotive industry. In addition, senior government executives 
presented from portfolios responsible for Advancing Queensland, Transport & Main Roads and the Office of 
Small Business. 

The symposium was designed to stimulate the industry by providing information sessions on the biggest 
disruptors to the automotive sector since the inception of cars. 

A significant highlight at the event was the “Landing Zone,” which was a break-out program held in the MTA 
Institute workshop. Interactive displays showcasing 3D printing/products, tools with Bluetooth technology, 
“Place Recognition” technology and a display of the latest electric vehicles including a Tesla Model S.

Dr Brett Dale, Group CEO of MTA Queensland closed the event by saying, “Things are changing and this 
presents enormous opportunity – we need to capitalize on that.

“Automation will mean that some jobs will be gone – but new ones will be created. Innovation will mean that 
jobs of the future are different to ones that exist now, and require different skill sets; we need to plan for this. 

“As the peak body representing the interests of Queensland’s automotive industry, MTA Queensland will 
continue to work in partnership with government, academia and business to ensure knowledge of technology 
and opportunities are shared across all levels of the automotive industry.

“MTA Queensland will deliver more Carmageddon events, with the next forum designed to provide insight 
and guide automotive businesses to make necessary changes to their business models to capitalize on the 
impending automotive disruptors.”
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Background:
MTA Queensland is the peak organisation in the State representing the specific interests of businesses in the retail, 
repair and service sector of Queensland’s automotive industry located in the State. There are some 13,000 automotive 
value chain businesses employing in excess of 90,000 persons generating in excess of $14.5 billion annually. The 
Association represents and promotes issues of relevance to the automotive industries to all levels of Government and 
within Queensland’s economic structure. 
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