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MEDIA STATEMENT / RELEASE 
Monday 21 September 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

More Testing Needed For Quad Bike Safety  
 
In the first half of 2020, a massive boom in sales of All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) was 
witnessed across Australia, following the announcements by Honda, Yamaha and 
Polaris to exit the Australian market due to the new safety compliance standards 
introduced by the Federal Government. 
 
The ACCC has stood by the introduction of new compulsory roll-over measures and 
the mandatory fitment of Operator Protection Devices (OPDs) despite many dealers 
coming out against the move, citing impacts to their sales and that they are 
unnecessary as OPDs are not proven to improve safety.  
 
ACCC Deputy Chair Mick Keogh states the measures are warranted and required to 
change the unacceptable injury and fatality rates.  
 
“It highlights to us that despite all the noise, all the publicity, about quad bike safety 
over the past two years while we conducted the review, fatalities are up and likely to 
be considerably higher.  
 
“It reaffirms that something needs to change,” said Mr Keogh. 
 
On 28th August, the American Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 
released the results of a study, evaluating the efficacy of OPDs on ATVs.  
 
Surprisingly, the CPSC has not made recommendations supporting the mandatory 
application of OPDs and the results of the study were overwhelmingly inconclusive 
regarding the safety effectiveness of the devices. 
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The CPSC report states that “neither the Quad Bar nor Lifeguard OPDs reduced the 
relative number of interactions between the ATV and ATD (crash test dummy) at final 
rest…”  The report also states “…the OPDs did not reduce the occurrence of the ATV 
ending up on top of the dummy’s pelvis, abdomen, thorax or head.”  
 
Further, this month the Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries stated that there 
are recorded cases in Australia where OPDs have seriously injured the rider.   
 
In light of the findings within the CPSC study, Dr Brett Dale, Group Chief Executive 
of MTA Queensland has come out in support of further testing of OPDs, and asks 
that the ACCC considers further evidence of their effectiveness before a blanket 
safety standards approach damages the industry. 
 
“MTA Queensland supports sensible safety policy, but there appears to be 
insufficient evidence to support the ACCC’s current position on OPDs. 

“This proposed legislation will not only hurt businesses, but also farmers when the 
manufacturers withdraw from Australian markets,” said Dr Dale. 

 

***ENDS*** 
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Background: 
The Motor Trades Association of Queensland (MTA Queensland) is the peak body representing the 
interests of employers in the retail, repair and service sectors of Queensland’s automotive / mobility 
industry. There are some 15,500 automotive value chain businesses employing in excess of 90,000 
people, that generate more than $20 billion annually. The Association represents and promotes issues 
of relevance to the automotive / mobility industry to all levels of Government and within Queensland’s 
economic structure. In 2019 MTA Queensland was announced as an ABA100 winner in The Australian 
Business Awards and a finalist in the Lord Mayor’s Business Awards, for Business Innovation. 
 
The Association is the leading automotive training provider in Queensland offering nationally 
recognised training, covering technical, retail and the aftermarket sectors of the automotive industry 
through the MTA Institute (RTO 31529) - a registered training organisation. It is the largest 
independent automotive apprentice trainer in Queensland employing experienced trainers who are 
geographically dispersed from Cairns to the Gold Coast and Toowoomba to Emerald. In the last year, 
the MTA Institute delivered accredited courses to more than 2,000 students. The MTA Institute is the 
first trade RTO in Australia to be approved under the ITECA Industry Certification Program and was 
announced the winner of the Small Training Provider of the Year at the 2019 Queensland Training 
Awards. 
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MTAiQ, Australia’s first automotive innovation hub established by MTA Queensland in 2017, is an 
eco-system that supports innovation for mobility and the motor trades.  
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